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6. Some odes found in the “Jung” (Collection) No. 900, Majlis 

Library shown by the abbreviation “ G® 

7. Manuscript belonging to the “Asian Peoples’ Institute of the 

USSR, Leningrad Branch No. C 1702. This was used in one or two 

instances and is shown as ( 

8. The published edition (Taghavi, Taghizadeh, Dehkhoda, 

It It 

Minovi) was also made use of and is indicated by the letter £ 

In the Munis al-Ahrar a few poems of Nasir Khusraw can be found. 
It was intended to compare and include the variants in the present 
edition. Unfortunately, this could not be accomplished. 

In this edition, poems which are questionable either from the 
aspect of rhythm or contain unclear words or unfamiliar constructions 
are indicated with a question mark, and at the end of the book guesses 
made in attempt to solve these difficulties have been included. This was 
done to leave the field open for further suggestions, and that in future 
scholars be able to solve some of these by using other manuscripts 
which might be found and also other texts. 

The manuscripts were not ordered according to rhyme. Thus, in 
order to facilitate finding the poems, an index of rhymes and another of 
first lines of the odes and fragments have been added at the beginning. 

Due to the fact that the size of this volume already exceeds 
acceptable limits, the biographical data and descriptive analysis of 
Nasir Khusraw’s thought and works, along with notes and explanations 
has been left for a separate volume. 

Finally, we would like to thank Ms. J. Jauhari, and Mr. ‘Abdul'Ali 
Farzam, for their efforts in preparing the indexes appearing at the end 
of the book. 


Moftaba Minovi - Mehdi Mohaghegh 


Tehran, August 1974 



1.. Manuscripts of Nasir Khusraw’s Divan dated 736 beloning 
to the Chelebi ‘Abdullah Library, Turkey, of which there is a 
microfilm copy No. 290, in the Central Library of the Univer- 
sity of Tehran. This is the oldest, complete version of the Divan 
which has been found. Thus it has been used as the basic text 
and is denoted by the abbreviation “ £ 

2. Part of the Divan, that is 78 odes and fragments thereof 
(Qasidah and Qit'ah) are found in the collection called Selected 
poems from the Divans of six poets. ( is!**- 

This collection is in the India Office Library, London No. 213. 
It contains selected poems from six poets, i.e. Amfr Mu’izzi, 
Athiral-din Akhsikati, Adib Sabir, Nizam al-dm Mahmud Qamar 
Isfahanf, Shams Tabasf and Nasir Khusraw. This copy was written 
between 712 to 714 A.H. during the reign of Sultan Khudabandeh 
Uljaitu ibn Arqun ibn Abaqa ibn Hulaku ibn Tuli ibn Changiz 
Khan. The abbreviation ” designates this text. 

3. The manuscript of Nasir Khusraw’s Divan available in the 
Majlis Library (the Parliament) No. 388. This manuscript was 
prepared for Sultan Muhammad Fatih who ruled from 855 to 886 
A.H. It appears that this copy was prepared from an earlier 
manuscript except that the copyist occasionally has mistakes in 
copying some of the words. This MS. belonged to Amir Nizam 
Garrusi and contains some notes dating between 1305—1314. 
Amir Nizam sometimes made some changes in the transcription of 
words, even to the point of scraping away some words and replacing 
them with others. This text is shown by the letter “ (* ”. 

4. Some odes (qasidah) included in the Jami 'cd-Hikmatain of 
Nasir Khusraw edited by Mo c in and Corbin (Tehran: 1331), is 
indicated by “ l> ” 

5 . A few odes in the Daqa 'iq al-Ash \ ar belonging to the Bodleian 
Library Oxford (Index Ethe / 1333). It is designated by the letter 

it J n 
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poems and other works. In addition, Mujtaba Minuvi wrote an intro- 
duction in which he mentioned the existing copies of the Divan and 
pointed out the sources and materials used for the one being published. 
At the end of the Divan he also included notes and valuable explana- 
tions in which he simplified many of the difficulties and clarified the 
obscurities of the Divan by referring to authentic and accepted sources. 
At the end of this edition he added also Saadat Nameh and Raws hana ’i 
Nameh. 

In the existing manuscripts there were variations or even exclu- 
sions of verses and hemstitches and errors and misreadings in words 
that were printed exactly in that edition.^ Many difficulties arose 
for scholars such that some of them were forced to resort to personal 
interpretations and opinions in order to solve these difficulties. Also, 
the people’s regard and affection for Nasir Khusraw’s poetry resulted 
in this edition being printed and reprinted without any consideration 
given to older manuscripts and to rectification of errors. This situation 
necessitated the printing of a new edition of the Divan based on the 
oldest and most correct manuscripts. The editors of the present edition 
worked on preparing this text from Tir 1348 (July 1967) until Murdad 
1353 (August 1972). In this process, Dr. ‘Ali Ravaghi, Assistant 
Professor of the University of Tehran Faculty of Literature, joined 
to help in editing. 

The present corrected (revised) edition was completed on the 
basis of the following manuscripts: 


^ For more information about these exclusions and variations see Mehdi 
Mohaghegh: “Corrections of Nasir Khusraw’s Divan” (Tashih-i Divan-i Nasir 

Khusraw) in Nameh4 Minovi, (Tehran: 1 350), pp. 405-44. 


A lithograph edition of the Divan appeared in Tabriz in the year 
1280 A.H. This is the edition that was at the disposal of Edward G. 
Browne. He first prepared an article entitled “Nasir Khusraw: Poet, 
World-Traveller and Missionary”, which appeared in the Journal of the 
Royal Asiatic Society (April, 1905, pp. 313—25) in which he analysed 
Nasir Khusraw’s thought based on his poems. Then in his book A 
Literary History of Persia he included a detailed chapter to the article 
and also added some of the highlights of Nasir Khusraw’s life as found 
and reflected in his Divan and, on this basis, he was able to compile an 
accurate biography and analysis of his beliefs. In this way he corrected 
the forged details of Nasir Khusraw’s life found in the biographical 

works. 

In the year 1314 A.H. another lithograph edition of the Divan, 
along with his 'Safar Nameh was published in Tehran. Also, in 1926, a 
selection of poems from Nasir Khusraw’s Divan for teaching purposes 

in the University of Calcutta was published in that city. The late 

♦ 

Taghizadeh knew of another, but undated copy printed in India. 

The most important and the best edition available of the Divan 
prior to the present one was that prepared by the late Hajj Sayyid 
Nasrullah Taghavi, ‘Ali Akbar Dehkhuda, Sayyid Hassan Taghizadeh 
and Mujtaba Minovi. The printing of 1314 was designated by Hajj 
Sayyid Nasrullah Taghavi as the basic text. He included the contents 
of various manuscripts of Nasir Khusraw’s Divan, as well as verses 
attributed to him in anthologies. Thus, the final edition was, as in 
Taghavi’s own words “the most comprehensive edition.” ‘Ali Akbar 
Dehkhuda made a careful and critical study of many of the words and 
phrases of the Divan. Thus, wherever the text proved to be confused 
and obscure in meaning, he altered and corrected it by relying on the 
linguistic mastery he had achieved of classical texts and lexicography. 
Sayyid Hassan Taghizadeh wrote a scholary introduction containing 
biographical information on Nasir Khusraw as well as a descriptive 
analysis of his thoughts with references throughout to Nasir Khusraw’s 



FOREWORD 


C Hakfm Nasir Khusraw (394—481 or 471 A.H.), the celebrated poet, 
master writer, contemplative philosopher, intrepid traveller, and skillful 
missionary is one of the most outstanding literary and scientific figures 
of Iranj) During his eventful and adventurous life, not only did he 
successfully carry out his religious and political activities and fulfill his 
human mission, but also could leave valuable and useful works as legacy. 

Among his most important works is his Divan or Book of poetry 
which is a treasure of eloquent poems, deep and inspiring reflections, 
and sweet and melodious Persian phrases, idioms and expressions. It is 
a repository of Quranic topics, traditions of the Prophet and sayings 
from the renowned masters. Wise sayings and advice, statements and 
comments on deep philosophical, theological and cosmological problems 
are interspersed with criticism of the ills and evils of his day, and 
defence of truth and combat against falsehood with reliance on the 
foundations of the Shi‘ite Isma‘ili religion.^ In short this collection is 
one of the works which reflect the rich and powerful scientific and 
humanistic culture of the fifth century A.H.^) 

Unfortunately, until now, an authentic copy of Nasir Khusraw’s 
Divan through which readers could correctly become acquainted with 
his thoughts and sayings, without having other peoples writings mixed 
in between those of Nasir Khusraw was not available. 

So that our esteemed readers may be able to better grasp the 
situation, in this preface the different manuscripts and editions of Nasir 
Khusraw’s Divan will be briefly touched upon, then the manuscript 
on which this edition of his Divan is based will be introduced. 



and M. Mohaghegh (New York, 1977). 

XI T. Izutsu 

An Outine of Islamic Metaphysics, on the Basis of M. Ashtiya- 
ni’s Commentary on Sabzaw&rT’s Sharh • i Ghurar al - Fari’id 

(in Preparation). 

XII Mir Damfid 

I 

al - Qabasat 

Vol II: Persian and English introduction, indices and commen- 
tary and variants by T. Izustu, M. Mohaghegh, A. MOsavl 
Behbahani and I. Dib&ji (in Preparation). 

XIII A. Badaw? 

Aflat On ti al - Islim: Texts and notes (Tehran, 1974) . 

XIV M. Mohaghegh 

FTIsuf - i - Rayy Muhammad I bn -i - ZakariyyA - R§zT (Tehran, 
1974). 

XV Bahmanydr Ibn Marzbdn: 

Kit§b al-Tahsf, Persiantranslation entitled Jim - i-Jahin Numi 
ed. by A. NuranT and M. T. Oanishpazuh (under print). 

XVI Ibn - 1 Miskawayh (932 - 1030) 

Jividin Khirad, Translated into Persian by T.M. Shushtart 
edited by B. Thirvatian with a French Introduction by M. 
Arkoun (Tehran 1976). 

XVII M. Mohaghegh 

Bist Guftar, Twenty Treatises on Islamic Philosophy, Theology, 
Sects, and History of Medicine with an English introduction by 
J. Van Ess (Tehran, 1976) 

XVIIi A. ZunOzI (ob. 1841) 

Anwir - / Jaliyyah, Persian text edited with Persian Introduction 
by S. J. Ashtiydnl, and English Introduction by S. H. Nasr 
(Tehran, 1976). 

XIX A. jamT, (1414-1492) 

al - Durrat - al Fikhirah, edited with an English and Persian 
introduction by N. Heer and A. Musavi, (under print). 

XX Aslrl Lahiji (ob. 1506) 

Divin, edited by B. Zanjdnl, with an English introduction by 
N. Ansari (Mohaghegh) (Tehran, 1978). 

XXI Nasir Khusraw (1004 - 1091 ) 

Divin, edited by M. Minovi and M. Mohaghegh (Tehran, 1978). 
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Ta'liqah bar Sharh - i Manzumah ("Commentary of SabzawQ- 
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Vol I: Arabic text edited by A. Faiaturi and M. Mohaghegh, with 
an English introduction by T. Izutsu (Tehran, 1973). 
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Vol II: Persian and German Introductions, indices and commen- 
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Edited by M. Mohaghegh and H. Landolt (Tehran, 1971 ). 
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Persian text edited and translated into French, with French 
and Persian introductions by H. Landolt (ready to appear) . 

VI N. Razt (fl. 13th century): 

MarmQzat - / Asadi dar MazmurQt - / DQwQdt 

Persian text edited with Persian introduction by M.R. ShafT’T 

Kadkani, and English introduction by H. Landolt (Tehran, 

1974). 
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